Idiosyncratic supraventricular tachycardia after epidural anesthesia.
During pregnancy, stress and vigorous exercise often result in pronounced tachycardia. Generally, a vagal stimulatory effort will interrupt the episode; however, intrapartum supraventricular tachycardia may not respond to vagal stimulation, necessitating drug therapy. This article is a case report of idiosyncratic supraventricular tachycardia following initiation of epidural analgesia; use of epinephrine was part of the test dose protocol. Adenosine, chosen for the lack of hypotensive effect associated with verapamil, was administered intravenously with immediate results. Fetal monitoring via scalp electrode provided evidence of fetal well-being during and after the episode.